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M/047/0007
November 25, 2014

General Comments:

REVIEW OF NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO COMMENCE LARGE MINING OPERATIONS

Simplot Phosphates, LLC
Vernal Phosphate Mine
M/047/0007
November 25, 2014

(responses (review actions) updated January 27, 2015)

o Sheet/Page/
P Map/Table Comments Initials
#

1 General | The Division may have additional comments based on the responses to the issues lah Specific issues raised in this general comment are address:
raised in this review. For example, the Division anticipates receiving the documentation. As discussed during the December 18, 20
Geomechanical report. It is not clear if a variance is needed as there is no discussion specific geomechanical evaluation nor seek a variance. A
regarding maximum slope angles in the current text. There are comments below the revisions.
regarding the request for a variance, but there are no clear statements regarding slope
angles and stability to indicate whether a variance is actually needed.

2 Appendix F | Please include a copy of the approval from the Division of Water Rights for the Lah Copy of approval letter has been added to Appendix F.
tailings storage facility (TSF).

R647-4-101 — Filing Requirements and Review Procedures
Comment Sk gt
P Map/Table Comments Initials
#

3 General | This submittal represents an update to the existing NOI as well as a 585-acre Aa No action needed.
expansion. Itis likely this will be considered a revision with a requirement for public
notice.

R647-4-105 - Maps, Drawings & Photographs
General Map Comments
Comment Sheet/Page/
4 Map/Table Comments Initials
#

4 Base Map | Most of the maps are either printed on 8%” x 11” or 117 x 17” sheets. Given the whw | As discussed with DOGM in the December 18, 2014, Simplot’s
size of the project, most of the maps should be 24” x 36” or similar size to show if DOGM would specify which maps should be enlarged, Simp
enough detail and relationship from one site to another.

5 Base Maps | Please clearly show the boundaries of the disturbed area. This is defined in the rules | whw Figures 3a through 3d show property boundary, disturbed areas
the surface land disturbed by mining operations. disturbed areas shown.

6 Base Maps | Please indicate those areas that are currently bonded, those areas where partial and | whw |F 1gures 3a through 3d show fully released, reclaimed but not re
full bond release have occurred, and approximate dates when bond release occurred.

7 Figure 3A | The legend symbols for “2013 Fully Reclaimed” and “Previously Reclaimed, Not aa The legend symbol for “Previously Reclaimed, Not Released” 1
Released” are too similar and cannot be easily distinguished on the map. Please
change one of the symbols.

8 Fioure 3B | Same comment as above ik e Bl o i R e o
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Page 3 of 6

M/047/0007
November 25, 2014
105.2 - Surface facilities map
e Sheet/Page/
# Map/Table Comments Initials
#
15 Fig. 5 a-b | The surface facilities map will be evaluated as part of the bond calculations. (No whw | No action needed.
response needed.)
16 Fig. 5 a-b | Please include all paved roads, all unpaved roads and pipelines on maps of the whw | Maps have been updated to reflect this (See Figures 3a through
surface.
17 Figure 5¢ | This figure was discussed in the text but not provided. aa Figure does not exist; reference to figure removed from text.
105.3 - Drawings or Cross Sections (slopes, roads, pads, etc.)
o e Sheet/Page/
4 Map/Table Comments Initials
#
18 Figure 8 | Figure is hard to read due to the print size. In the next submittal please printon 117 | lah This figure has been updated and is in 11X17” size.
x 177 or larger sheets. The southern boundary of the map could be clipped (along
with associated stratigraphy).
19 Figure 8 |Include the structural data on the map. Ata minimum include strike and dip (as Lah | This map has been updated to reflect additional geologic inforn
noted in the text) and any other structural geologic features that apply, such as fold
axis and secondary folds, faults and/or joint sets. Please use standard USGS
symbols.
20 Figure 9 | Please add color (at the proper transparency) to match Figure 8. Lah | Figure 9 has been updated, though there are only two colors ba
21 Figure 10 | Please indicate the locations of haul roads and secondary roads. aa Figure 10 has been modified and broken into 3 figures (10a, 10
figures. Secondary roads will be within mine pits and are filled
progresses) and are not illustrated in the figures.
22 Figure 10 | There were two “Phase 17 areas on the map. The second one farther to the east did | Aa A panel detail has been added as Figure 10b
not show the panel details for the 10-year mine plan.
23 Omission | Please include cross sections of slopes, roads and pads at time of reclamation. Whw | Per discussion between DOGM and Simplot on December 18, |
and are presented as Figure 12 and 13; along with photographs
R647-4-106 — Operation Plan
106.3 — Estimated acreages disturbed, reclaimed, annually/sequentially
Cominail Sheet/Page/
4 Map/Table Comments Initials
il
24 Pg. 8 Paragraph 2 states that mining on the west side will continue through 2017 and Aa Mining sequence is illustrated in Figure 10c. Language has bee
refers to Figure 3c. Figure 3¢ does not show the mining sequence thru 2017. The
figure should be updated in a similar fashion to Figure 10, so the west side mining
sequence is clearer.
106.7 — Existing vegetation — species and amount
Cotient Sheet/Page/
: 4 Map/Table Comments Initials
#
25 Appendix | The vegetation report does not report average ground cover. It does provide arange | Lk A summary sheet has been added to Appendix C that provides :
& for shrub cover and undergrowth cover for each of the three sites, but the average

ground cover cannot be calculated from the data presented. Apparently, when data
was collected for each major life form, there was no consideration for overlap.

Please provide a summary sheet that shows the average ground cover (aerial




T[°eM se eale jiurad

"asno1d a8es jo juswasoxdur jeyqey o) pajefal jojdug Aq saNIANOR UONRSNIW ISI] 1BY] PIPPE SBM X |, ¥ Jo Arewruns p
UonIY MAAY senu]

e uo pojdures ax

a31eyosI(] 197

IS yim pajerdosse Surjdures 1ojem 90BLINS 109[J21 0] PISIASI SBM 1X3 |, BB | SOOUDIDJAI pUR 29.
UOHOY MIIASY spenuj

sunse|q VHSY

‘pappe u22q sey a3ensue ] el | -L$9¥ ‘A1ajes orjgn

.

-1 xipuaddy ur papnjour a1e sSurmerp udisap ay ‘uonippe uf f xipuaddy ur papnjour 1019] [eaoidde oY) pue payIdsul Uadq SBY IXI ], qe| woij sjeaoidde
UONOY MIIAY BListing

vore uotsuedxa 2y} JOJ SSAWOIY} 210 oY} SALNSN{[I JBy) pappe u2aq sey (][ 21n31]) dew e ‘uonippe uy “(3pis 1sam apnjout a3 Jo syred jual

0] UOSBAI OU 235 0S N0 paurt yonur ANa1d s1 9pIs 1sam) SPIS JSES ) 10 SIJBWITSI UIPINGISA0 SMOTs Jety padojaaap sem (][ 21n31]) 2m3y v ee | Se [ons ‘eale JIUId

1) MOYS 0] PAYIPO!

I10JEAPUNOIL) 3]}

01 ypdop pue “su

JeuLIof J[qe)} B 0jul

[EAID)UI PAUIDIOS

"UOT)RULIOJUI [[9M SZLIPUILINS JRY) PIJRIIO U33q Sey JON 2} Ul § d[qe ], ee 2)1S-UO FUTISTX

"Qu0ISp

aseayd ‘Aoudys

"SULID) UI A0u2)sIsuod apiaoid 0) padueyo uaaq sey 1xa | ve | uoneuLoj 9130709

"SOUQIAJJIP oY

K30[033 [emot

“uoTjRULIOJUI a1} ST A30]023 [ex

0130[023 payte1ap 210w 193Ja1 01 pajepdn usaq sey g 231 OS]y JX3) Y} 0} pappe u2aq sey aFenJue| pue swes ) st A30[033 [pIjONYS ‘SAX | Ye] | Jo sjuduodurod [em
UOHIY MIIAY Sjerjuy




Page 5 of 6
M/047/0007
November

25,2014

109.4 — Projected impacts on slope stability, erosion control, air quality, public health and safety

Cioinent Sheet/Page/ v
4 ng@, able Comments Initials
34 Page 19 -20 | More detail 1s needed in the text regarding the “roughened highwall surface slopes” |lah As discussed during the Simplot/DOGM meeting on December
for long term stability. The text should discuss actual maximum slope angles and (summit to toe slope). Also, Figure 13 illustrates the mining se
specific design details.
35 Page 19-20 | A few typos and syntax errors were noted in this section. aa This has been corrected.

R647-4-110 - Reclamation Plan

110.2 — Reclamation of roads, highwalls, slopes, impoundments, drainages, pits, piles, shafts, adits, etc

following changes: Reduce the seeding rates for hycrest crested wheatgrass from 2.0
pounds/acre (pure live seed, pls) to 0.5 pounds/acre (pls), Ladak alfalfa from 1.0

pounds/acre to 0.5 pounds/acre, and whitestem rubber rabbitbrush from 0.5

Comiment Sheet/Page/
4 Map/Table Comments Initials
#
36 Page 22 | More detailed verbiage concerning slope angles is needed in the text to support the | lah As discussed during the Simplot/DOGM meeting on Decembe:
variance requested under section R647-4-112. (See detail comment under R647-4-
112 below).
37 Pg. 23 | The plan does not include a final reclamation plan for the TSF. The Division aa Closure plan drawings (preliminary) are included in Appendix
recognizes that concurrent reclamation is not feasible due to the continuous use of
the tailings pond for the life of the mine, but the TSF has to be designed with an end
point in mind and a reclamation plan. Please include a final plan showing the
engineering details of the TSF closure plan.
38 Omussion | Similar to the TSF, there was no information provided on a final reclamation plan Aa For the landfill, closure and post closure care will be in accord:
for the on-site landfill or the catchment pond. Language has been added to reflect this.
Catchment pond would be part of TSF closure.
39 Omission | A post-mining storm water management plan for both the east and west side aa Language has been added to the drainage and runoff control se
disturbance areas is required.
40 Omission | Please include maps and cross sections of highwall areas before, during, and after whw | Figure 13 shows mining sequence and how highwall is formed
(reclaimed) operations. additional language has been added to explain highwall reclam
110.3 - Facilities to be left for post mining use (buildings, utilities, roads, pads, ponds, pits, equipment, etc.)
Comment et Pape
u Map/Table Comments Initials
#
41 Omission | Please show what roads will be left at the time of final reclamation. Please state whw | A Reclamation map is presented in Figure 13, along with typic
how the pipeline will be reclaimed. The NOI does not include reclamation maps. regarding pipeline.
110.5 - Revegetation planting program
o5 Sheet/Page/
y Map/Table Comments Initials
#
42 Page 26 | The seed mix for reclamation should be adjusted. The Division recommends the 1k Table has been modified it is the DOGM approved seed mix as
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